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AIFC COURT  
 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS 
 
Governing principle 
 
1. The right of any practitioner to practice in the Court is conditional upon observance of this Code 

of Conduct (“the Code”).  For the purpose of the Code, practice in the Court includes the issue 
and conduct of proceedings as well as advocacy.  

 
Duties owed to the Court 
 
2. Practitioners shall deal with the Court and its staff honestly, cooperatively and with civility.  
 
3. Practitioners shall ensure that they are familiar with the Rules and in particular with the 

provisions of the Overriding Objective.  
 
4. Practitioners shall ensure that they are familiar with such AIFC laws and regulations and laws of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan establishing the AIFC as may be relevant to the matter before the 
Court. 

 
5. Practitioners shall never knowingly or recklessly make any incorrect or misleading statement of 

fact or law to the Court and shall correct any material incorrect or misleading statement of fact 
or law at the earliest opportunity. 

 
6. Practitioners shall not appear as advocate or otherwise conduct proceedings before the Court in 

any matter in which they have reason to believe they may be a witness, save where any evidence 
they may give is likely to be purely formal or uncontroversial.  

 
Duties owed to clients 

 
7. Practitioners shall advance, defend and protect the interests of their client before the Court 

without regard to any consequences to themselves or any other person. 
 
8. Practitioners shall not seek to provoke or prolong Court proceedings unnecessarily, nor shall they 

undertake work in a manner which improperly increases the fees payable to them.    
 
9. Practitioners shall at the earliest opportunity advise their client of any appropriate alternative 

means of dispute resolution. 
 
10. Practitioners shall at the time of their engagement enter into a clear and transparent fee 

agreement with their client and thereafter ensure that sufficient records are kept of work done 
to enable the Court to properly assess any legal costs and expenses claimed during or at the 
conclusion of proceedings.  

 
11. Practitioners shall keep information communicated to them by their client confidential unless 

such disclosure is authorised by the client, ordered by the Court or required by law. This duty 
continues even after the practitioner has ceased to act for the client.  
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12. Practitioners that have acted for a client in a matter shall not thereafter act against the client (or 
against persons who were involved in or associated with the client in that matter) in the same or 
any related matter before the Court.  

 
Duties owed to other practitioners 

 
13. Practitioners shall deal with each other honestly, co-operatively and with civility.  
 
General duties 

 
14. Practitioners shall not engage in conduct that undermines the Overriding Objective or which may 

otherwise result in procedural unfairness. 
 
15. Practitioners shall not participate in any behaviour which may discredit the Court and the 

reputation of its Practitioners.      
 
Sanctions for breach of the Code 

 
16. Any complaint by any person or body (“the Complainant”) that a practitioner has acted in breach 

of the Code shall be made in writing to the Registrar of the AIFC Court.  
 
17. A complaint may be made by the Court itself. Where the Court is the Complainant, the complaint 

shall be made by the Court acting through the Registrar or any other officer of the Court as the 
Chief Justice of the Court may appoint for that purpose.  

 
18. The Registrar shall forward a copy of the complaint to the practitioner, require from the 

practitioner a written response to the complaint, make any further investigation he deems 
appropriate, and issue a reasoned written decision on the complaint. 

 
19. The Registrar shall be responsible for drawing up and issuing the decision which shall be final and 

not subject to appeal. 
 
20. The Registrar may suspend the practitioner. 
 


